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ABSTRACT: Sustainable tourism is a crucial factor in addressing the economic, social, and environmental challenges of contemporary tourism 

practices. However, modernization and globalization pose significant threats to the preservation of local cultures, often leading to the homogenization 

and marginalization of local communities. Empirical literature specifically linking local wisdom to sustainable tourism practices is limited, with 

limited integration between cultural theory, local practices, and tourism development. This study critically reviews the literature to understand the 

contribution of local wisdom to sustainable tourism, focusing on the interaction between cultural values, community participation, and sustainability 

outcomes. Using a narrative review method with thematic synthesis of academic publications and international institutional reports (Scopus, Web of 

Science), the study found that local wisdom—encompassing customs, social norms, and culture-based economic practices—plays a significant role 

in shaping community behavior and sustainable tourism practices. The findings highlight the role of local wisdom in economic empowerment, cultural 

preservation, social participation, and environmental management. Key challenges include modernization, global market pressures, and the lack of 

documentation of local wisdom. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Sustainable tourism has emerged as a crucial factor in addressing the economic, social, and environmental challenges of contemporary 

tourism practices. The economic benefits of sustainable tourism not only increase income but also promote long-term sustainability for local 

communities through job creation and entrepreneurial opportunities in the tourism sector. For example, according to the UNWTO (2024), international 

tourist arrivals are expected to increase by 5% in the first quarter of 2025 compared to 2024, exceeding pre-pandemic levels by 3%, reflecting strong 

economic potential. Furthermore, tourism's contribution to global GDP in 2023 is estimated to reach USD 3.4 trillion, equivalent to 3% of global GDP, 

underscoring the sector's importance to economic growth and societal well-being. 

Socially, sustainable tourism practices are crucial for enhancing community engagement and cultural preservation, which are key to creating 

authentic tourism experiences. Sustainable tourism requires collaboration between tourism authorities, local communities, and the private sector. This 

collaboration not only mitigates the negative impacts of mass tourism but also ensures the integration of local culture into the tourism experience. 

UNESCO data (2023) shows that there are 1,199 World Heritage Sites, 993 of which are cultural sites, emphasizing the importance of local wisdom in 

shaping tourism practices. 

From an environmental perspective, sustainable tourism emphasizes ecological conservation and responding to the pressures of climate 

change and urban development. Green tourism practices support environmental preservation while creating a sustainable economic framework for 

tourist destinations. UNESCO World Health Organization (WHC) (2023) highlights that many heritage sites are now vulnerable to climate change, 

making sustainable tourism policies urgently needed. Furthermore, the use of technologies that support sustainability is becoming increasingly 

important in managing the impact of tourism on natural resources. 

Despite the growing recognition of sustainable tourism, empirical literature specifically linking local wisdom to sustainable tourism practices 

remains limited. Most studies emphasize tourism theory or cultural preservation separately, leaving the mechanisms by which local cultural values and 
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practices are implemented to support tourism sustainability under-explained. Integration between cultural theory, local practices, and tourism 

development remains limited, while empirical studies measuring the contribution of local wisdom simultaneously to economic, social, and 

environmental dimensions are almost non-existent. This creates a significant gap in the literature and highlights the need for studies that synthesize 

findings from diverse studies to provide insights for theory and practice. 

Based on this gap, this study aims to critically review the literature to understand the contribution of local wisdom to sustainable tourism 

development. This study has theoretical significance by filling the literature gap through the integration of local wisdom, sustainable tourism, and 

community participation theories, and offers a conceptual framework for further studies. Practically, this study provides recommendations for 

policymakers, destination managers, and local communities in designing tourism strategies that respect and empower local culture, thus balancing 

economic growth with cultural preservation and creating authentic and sustainable tourism experiences. This research is expected to be an important 

contribution to the development of sustainable community-based tourism and strengthen the role of local wisdom as a foundation for modern tourism 

development. 

 

2. METHODS 

2.1 Types of Research 

This research usesnarrative reviewas the main method, namely a systematic but descriptive and synthetic literature review. Narrative review 

allows researchers to synthesize findings from various studies with a thematic approach, so that it can identify patterns, trends, and mechanisms related 

to the contribution of local wisdom to sustainable tourism development. This method was chosen because the focus of the research to explain the 

relationship between the concept of local culture and sustainable tourism practices, not conducting quantitative meta-analysis. 

2.2 Data Sources 

The research data sources consist of academic publications and reports from relevant international institutions, including: 

● Academic database: Scopus, Web of Science, to obtain peer-reviewed international journal articles. 

● Publication type: international journals, academic books, and official organizational/institutional reports such as UNWTO and UNESCO, 

which provides empirical data related to tourism, culture and sustainability. 

This source selection aims to ensure data validity and reliability, and ensure that the synthesized information comes from credible literature.and 

internationally recognized. 

2.3 Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 

To maintain the focus and relevance of the research, the inclusion and exclusion criteria were set as follows: 

2.3.1. Inclusion Criteria: 

● Articles and publications that discuss local wisdom, culture, and sustainable tourism. 

● Publication inLast 10–20 years to ensure that the literature obtained is up-to-date and relevant. 

● Language English and/or Indonesian, so that it can cover international and local literature. 

2.3.2. Exclusion Criteria: 

● Non-academic articles such as popular news or blogs that do not go through a peer-review process. 

● Publications that are not relevant to local cultural focus, for example, tourism studies that only discuss economics without linking cultural 

aspects. 

2.4 Analysis Strategy 

Data analysis was carried out through thematic approach  synthesis, follow the steps as follows: 

1. Identify the main theme related to local wisdom practices applied in sustainable tourism development. 

2. Classification of local wisdom contributions towards the dimensions of sustainability: economic, social, and environmental. 

3. Analysis of contribution mechanisms, namely how local cultural values, norms and practices influence tourism management and community 

participation. 

4. Comparative analysis between communities and cultural contexts, to highlight variations in practices and successful implementation of 

sustainable tourism. 

This approach allows researchers to integrate findings from various studies, highlighting literature gaps, and building a conceptual framework that 

explains the relationship between local wisdom and tourism sustainability. 

 

3. RESULTS 

3.1 General Literature Findings 

Based on the literature review presented, several general findings emerge regarding studies on local wisdom in the context of sustainable 

tourism development. First, the number of studies explicitly discussing local wisdom in sustainable tourism development is still relatively limited, 

particularly those using an empirical approach. This indicates a significant research gap in the literature and the need for more in-depth studies in this 

area.Second, the geographic distribution of studies shows a concentration in certain regions, with a primary focus on Southeast Asia, including 

Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand, as well as Africa and parts of Europe with a rich cultural heritage. Some studies also highlight cultural practices in 

Latin America and the Pacific, but these are fewer than in Southeast Asia. 

https://doi.org/10.65150/EP-jmrr/V2E2/2026-04
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


J. Manag. Res. Rev. 02(02)2026, PP-65-71, DOI: 10.65150/EP-jmrr/V2E2/2026-04 

License: This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  
Corresponding Author: Mukhlas Alkaf                                                                                                                          Page 67 | 71 

Third, the literature identifies several categories of local wisdom that are frequently discussed in relation to sustainable tourism. These 

categories include customs and rituals, namely traditional practices that regulate social interactions and environmental conservation;social norms and 

cultural values, which includes principles that guide societal behavior, for example prohibitions on the exploitation of natural resources or rules on the 

sharing of tourism profits; and local culturally based economic practices, including handicraft production, traditional culinary, and tourism services 

that integrate local cultural elements. 

These findings confirm that local wisdom is not merely a symbolic aspect or a legacy of the past, but rather plays a real and functional role 

in shaping community behavior and sustainable tourism practices. Overall, the literature shows that although local wisdomAlthough tourism has great 

potential and significant impact on tourism development, comprehensive and empirically based research, including quantitative, is still very 

necessary.These categories emphasize thatlocal wisdom is not just a symbolic aspect, but also plays a real role in shaping community behavior and 

sustainable tourism practices. 

3.2 Contribution of Local Wisdom to Tourism Development 

Local wisdom plays a significant role in fostering tourism development across various dimensions, notably economic, social, and 

environmental aspects. In the economic realm, the integration of local wisdom into tourism has been shown to empower communities by fostering the 

growth of micro and small enterprises, such as artisanal crafts, traditional accommodations, and regional cuisines. Pratiwi et al. argue that implementing 

local wisdom in a sustainable differentiation strategy provides a competitive advantage in tourism, leading to increased local incomes through culture-

based tourism initiatives in Indonesia (Pratiwi et al., 2025). Similarly, research by Gurung and Seeland highlights that ecotourism can bolster sustainable 

livelihoods in rural areas by equipping youth with better prospects, thereby alleviating the socio-economic pressures on local landscapes (Gurung & 

Seeland, 2011). 

Socially, the incorporation of local wisdom helps preserve cultural identity while promoting active community engagement in tourism 

management. For instance, studies indicate that when local practices become part of tourism experiences, they enhance the authenticity of the visitor 

experience and elevate awareness regarding indigenous cultural values (Poetra & Nurjaya, 2024). Rahayu and Yanis observe that local branding, 

mediated through tourism communication, forms a crucial element in reinforcing community identity, enhancing social ties, and ensuring participation 

in the tourism planning process (Rahayu & Yanis, 2023). This organization and involvement foster a sense of belonging, which is essential for social 

cohesion (Wibowo et al., 2023). 

Environmentally, local wisdom is crucial for sustainable resource management. Traditional practices often include regulations regarding 

natural resource use, such as restrictions on tree harvesting, which contribute to conservation efforts (Ardoin et al., 2015). Prasetyo indicates that such 

wisdom frameworks maintain ecological balance and are requisite for developing ecotourism activities that respect both cultural heritage and the 

environment (Idrus et al., 2023). Furthermore, local knowledge often guides sustainable agricultural practices, as highlighted in research by Idrus et 

al., emphasizing how local historical and cultural contexts can guide environmentally friendly tourism practices (Idrus et al., 2023). 

In summary, the contribution of local wisdom to tourism development underscores its multifaceted benefits encompassing economic growth 

through local enterprise enhancement, social cohesion via cultural preservation and community engagement, and environmental sustainability through 

responsible resource management. The collective findings from the literature emphasize the importance of adopting a local wisdom perspective in 

formulating tourism policies and practices that are both sustainable and beneficial to the communities involved. 

3.3 Supporting and Inhibiting Factors 

In examining the factors that support and inhibit sustainable tourism development, it is crucial to explore the various dynamics that influence 

community involvement, policy support, cultural education, and globalization's impact on local cultures. 

3.3.1. Community Involvement 

Active participation of local communities in tourism planning and management is essential for enhancing sustainability and ensuring cultural 

relevance. Research indicates that community-based tourism (CBT) empowers local populations and often leads to sustainable economic and 

environmental practices. For instance, Huda et al. demonstrate that community involvement in tourism significantly enhances welfare and supports 

ecological conservation, suggesting that local engagement leads to strategies that are beneficial for both residents and the tourism sector (Huda et al., 

2024). Moreover, studies show that local knowledge of tourism positively contributes to social and cultural sustainability (Fong & Lo, 2015). 

3.3.2. Policy Support 

Effective government regulations that prioritize local cultural practices facilitate the integration of indigenous knowledge into tourism 

offerings. This notion is supported by Duc and Thanh, who highlight that government policies fostering green tourism practices stimulate community 

engagement and contribute to cultural preservation (Duc & Thanh, 2023). Such policy frameworks demonstrate how regulatory support can lay the 

groundwork for sustainable tourism by incorporating local traditions and community insights into development plans (Han et al., 2019). 

Cultural Education: Education initiatives play a vital role in raising awareness of cultural values and the principles of sustainable tourism. 

Educational programs that inform local communities about sustainability practices enhance their commitment to responsible tourism and equip them 

with skills to manage and benefit from tourism activities effectively. Studies, including those by Kartimin et al., emphasize that informed communities 

are better positioned to advocate for sustainable practices, ensuring local cultural heritage is respected (Kartimin et al., 2023; Rojabi et al., 2023). 

3.3.3. Inhibiting Factors 

Modernization and Globalization: The forces of modernization and globalization frequently challenge local cultural practices,  often 

prioritizing conformity to international tourism standards over the preservation of unique local identities. Research by Tosun illustrates that alternative 
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tourism can be overshadowed by well-established mass tourism, leading to cultural dilution (Tosun, 2000). The transition towards standardization 

threatens the uniqueness of local cultures, resulting in a tension between global norms and local practices. 

3.3.4. Global Market Pressures 

The focus on immediate economic gains can sideline cultural and environmental values, creating dilemmas regarding short-term profitability. 

Studies examining stakeholder dynamics in tourism have identified that immediate benefits often detract from long-term sustainability goals (Roem, 

2023; Tanguay et al., 2013). Community-based tourism initiatives emphasize rejecting such pressures in favor of holistic development strategies that 

prioritize long-term community and cultural benefits over transient financial success (Nuzhar, 2016; . 

3.3.5. Lack of Documentation of Local Wisdom 

Many cultures rely on oral traditions that risk being lost in a rapidly changing world dominated by digital documentation standards. As noted 

by Nuzhar, the absence of written records and formal recognition of local insights can jeopardize the inheritance of cultural practices vital for sustainable 

tourism (Nuzhar, 2016; Ekong & Imikan, 2022). When local wisdom is not documented, it becomes challenging to effectively integrate these practices 

into tourism strategies. 

In conclusion, the interplay of supportive and inhibiting factors in sustainable tourism highlights the necessity of community involvement, 

policy support, cultural education, and the challenges posed by globalization. The effectiveness of these factors demonstrates a need for strategic 

frameworks that can enhance local participation and protect cultural heritage while navigating external pressures. 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

4.1 Interpretation of Findings 

Local wisdom, often rooted in traditional cultural practices and customs, plays a critical multidimensional role in the development of 

sustainable tourism. From an economic standpoint, local cultural practices can significantly enhance community empowerment and income generation, 

particularly through the establishment of culture-based micro-enterprises. Research indicates a direct link between community perceptions of tourism's 

economic benefits and their support for tourism initiatives, demonstrating how local cultural values can translate into tangible economic advantages 

(Бранков et al., 2019; , Nazirullah et al., 2023). Additionally, the role of local traditions and practices in creating micro-businesses is essential in 

fostering economic resilience and sustainability within communities (Smith et al., 2022). 

From a social perspective, local wisdom contributes to the preservation of traditions and enhances community participation. Engaging local 

cultures and customs enriches the tourist experience and fosters residents' sense of ownership and pride in their heritage (Wambura et al., 2022; , Öztürk 

et al., 2015). The community's involvement in tourism development can lead to a strengthened identity and enhanced social cohesion (Thetsane, 2019). 

Incorporating local customs into tourism offerings can also generate increased visitor interest, as tourists often seek authentic experiences that reflect 

local culture (Harun et al., 2018; , Sánchez et al., 2008). Understanding and integrating local wisdom emerges as a critical determinant in the success 

of sustainable tourism practices that respect and amplify community voices and values. 

Environmentally, traditional regulations governing the use of natural resources serve as pivotal tools in fostering ecological conservation and 

sustainability. Local practices that emphasize resource management can effectively mitigate negative environmental impacts associated with tourism 

(Uslu et al., 2020; , Yasa et al., 2023). Numerous studies have shown that communities that align their tourism development with local ecological 

practices experience greater success in the sustainable management of natural assets (Chang et al., 2018; , Mureșan et al., 2016). Furthermore, engaging 

local values in the tourism sector, particularly in areas with rich natural resources, supports both conservation efforts and enhances the overall tourism 

offering by incorporating educational elements related to environmental sustainability (Unhasuta et al., 2021). 

The mechanisms through which local wisdom contributes to sustainable tourism development are elucidated by translating cultural values 

into sustainable practices. This includes educational tours in traditional villages that emphasize conservation and cultural experiences. For example, 

integrating customary norms into tourism practices not only helps safeguard cultural integrity but also ensures that economic benefits accrue locally 

(Yu, 2018; , Ibrahim & Falola, 2021). Moreover, leveraging rituals and customary practices as tourist attractions allows for cultural preservation while 

simultaneously supporting economic development within the community (Meimand et al., 2017; , Ursa & Arunkumar, 2023). 

In summary, the literature substantiates that sustainable tourism development intricately links local wisdom with economic, social, and 

environmental dimensions. These relationships emphasize the necessity of considering local cultural contexts and fostering community participatory 

approaches to achieve true sustainability in tourism practices. 

4.2 Theoretical Implications 

This research makes several significant theoretical contributions. First, it enriches the theory of local wisdom by emphasizing its practical 

role in economic, social, and environmental contexts, rather than merely its symbolic value. Second, it strengthens the literature on sustainable tourism 

by emphasizing the importance of integrating local culture as a key component in achieving sustainability. Third, this research contributes to the 

development of community-based tourism, where community participation and recognition of cultural values are at the heart of tourism development 

strategies. 

Furthermore, this research encourages the development of an integrative conceptual model that incorporates various dimensions of 

sustainability. The economic dimension encompasses community empowerment, micro-enterprises, and income generation; the social dimension 

encompasses community participation, tradition preservation, and tourist experiences; and the environmental dimension focuses on natural resource 

conservation and management. This conceptual model can serve as a framework for further research to empirically measure the contribution of local 

wisdom across various cultural contexts. 
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4.3 Practical Implications 

The results of this study provide several practical implications for the development of sustainable tourism based on local wisdom. First, from 

a strategic perspective for the government and tourism industry players, destination management should involve local communities in tourism planning 

and implementation, leveraging cultural values and practices as key attractions.Second, best practices can be achieved through integrating cultural 

preservation with local economic development. This includes the development of culture-based tourism products, such as traditional homestays, local 

cuisine, and handicrafts, along with tourism education programs and customary-based conservation regulations. This approach allows cultural 

preservation to go hand in hand with local economic growth. 

Third, community empowerment is key to success. By providing cultural training and education, communities can understand the economic 

value of their cultural practices. This ensures that tourism sustainability is not only top-down but also bottom-up, encouraging active community 

participation in the management and development of tourist destinations. 

4.4 Limitations and Suggestions for Future Research 

This research has several limitations that should be considered. Most of the studies reviewed were qualitative or based on single case studies, 

so the generalizability of the findings is limited. Furthermore, quantitative empirical data on the contribution of local wisdom to economic, social, and 

environmental sustainability is still relatively limited, so understanding the actual impact of local wisdom is not yet fully quantified. 

Based on these limitations, several suggestions for future research are proposed. First, it is recommended to use a quantitative or mixed-

methods approach to empirically measure the impact of local wisdom. Second, comparative studies across communities and countries can be conducted 

to understand variations in the implementation of local wisdom in sustainable tourism development. Third, the development of sustainability indicators 

based on local wisdom is needed so that the contribution of cultural practices to tourism can be systematically measured, supporting more 

comprehensive and applicable research. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

The results of this study concluded that local wisdom plays a crucial multidimensional role in sustainable tourism development, encompassing 

economic, social, and environmental dimensions. From an economic perspective, local wisdom empowers communities and increases income through 

the development of culture-based micro-enterprises, such as handicrafts, traditional accommodations, and local cuisine. These practices not only 

provide a competitive advantage for tourist destinations but also boost the economic resilience of local communities. 

Socially, the integration of local wisdom into tourism helps preserve cultural identity, increases community participation in tourism 

management, and strengthens social cohesion. It also enriches the tourist experience by offering cultural authenticity, which adds value to community-

based tourism destinations. Environmentally, traditional practices governing the use of natural resources contribute to ecological conservation and 

sustainable resource management, thereby mitigating the negative impacts of tourism on the environment. 

 

This research also identifies supporting and inhibiting factors in the implementation of sustainable tourism based on local wisdom. Key supporting 

factors include active community involvement, government policy support prioritizing local cultural practices, and cultural education initiatives. 

Conversely, modernization and globalization, global market pressures focused on short-term profits, and the lack of documentation of local wisdom 

are significant obstacles. 

In terms of theoretical implications, this research enriches the literature on local wisdom by emphasizing its practical role in sustainability, 

strengthening studies of sustainable tourism with cultural integration, and contributing to the development of community-based tourism theory. 

Practically, these findings provide recommendations for policymakers and tourism industry players to engage local communities, develop culture-

based tourism products, and empower communities through cultural education. 

However, this research has limitations. Most of the studies reviewed were qualitative or single-case studies, thus limiting the generalizability 

of the findings. Furthermore, quantitative empirical data on the contribution of local wisdom to sustainability is still relatively limited. Therefore, future 

research is recommended to use quantitative or mixed-method approaches, conduct comparative studies across communities and countries, and develop 

local wisdom-based sustainability indicators to enable more systematic measurement.Overall, this article emphasizes the importance of integrating 

cultural values and local wisdom into tourism development strategies to achieve true sustainability, support cultural preservation, and encourage 

sustainable local economic development. 
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